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CONFIDENTIAL.

DEPARTMENT (F THE ARMY
HBADQUARTERS, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT
APO San Francisco 96257
L () remws,
8., 9th Infantry Division OPORD S0-67, (Operation AKRON), 30 May 1967,
be 1lth Armcred Cavalry Rsgiment OPORD 10-87 (Operation AKRON), 4 June 1967.
cs Map Sories L70LL, Vietnam, Sheets 6330 I.II”, 6430 LIV

2. {U) NAME AND TYPE (F CPERATION, 9th Infantry Division Oporation AKRON,
Jungls Clearing, Sear stroy.

3, (U) DATES OP OPERATION, O090600H = 271653H June 1967,

L. (U) LOCATION, The area of cperations was cnfimed primarily to the HAT DICT
SECRET ZOME in PHUGC TUY Provinco west of Interprovinoial Route 2,

S (U) CQMMAND AND CONTROL HEADQUARTERS,
a, Operation AXRON was controlled by Hsadquarters, 9th Infantry Division

with 1st Brigeds, 9th Infantry Division, and 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (-) the par:

icipating headquarters. The reporting officer for this report is Colonel Roy W,
Farley, Commanding Officer, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,

b. Subordinate commanders during the operation wore as follows:
1st Squadron, 1llth Armored Cavalry - LTC HMartin D, Howell
3rd Squadron, 1lth Armored Cavalry « LTC Arthur F, Cochran
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, llth Armored Cavalry - CPT Marvin L, Doerr
Alr Cavalry Troop, Jlth Amared Cavalry ~ MAJ Francis B, Martin
37th Medical Company = CPT Donnis J, Blais
919th Engineer Company « CPT Domald J, Crocker
1o9th Radio Rosearch Dotachment = 1IT Frank Zachar
Sllst Military Intelligence Dotachment a MAJ Cornelius Gray
17th Public Information Doetachment - CPT Owen W, Ditchfield
Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery - CPT Ralph P, Swofford III
35th Rangor Battaliom (III Corps = ARVN) = CPT Jared L, Bates, Advisor
S2nd Ranger Battalion (16th Inf Div = ARVN) - CPT Alexander P, Shine, Advisor

6, (C) OENERAL. Operation AKRON, controllod by Headquarters, 9th Infantry
Division ws {nJtlated to seck cut and destroy Viot Cong/NVA forces in the HA? DICH
SECRET ZONE, and to conduct junglo clearing operations along the FIRESTONE, BRIMSTONE.
and BLACKSTOME TRAILS,

a, Task Qrgamisation, Control of the operation was exercised by the Come
manding Gonoral, 9th Infantry Division, with tho 11th Armored Cavalry Ragiment (=)
attached, Ths regimontal command post remained at tho LONG GIAO Base Camp vioimity
YSL39LS8, The inmdtial task organization is indicated bolow:

Regimental Controls
aROUP | Page 1
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Alr Cavalry Troop
37th Medical Company
9195th Bngineor Company
o9th Radio Research Detachment (=)
Silst Military Intelligence Detachment

1st Squadren

3d Squadron:
3rd Platoon, 919th Enginser Company
1 AVL3 15th Enginger Battalion

b, Artillsee,

(1) Sise of Forces:
Howitser Battery, lst Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
Howitzer Battery, 3rd Squadron, llth Ammored Cavalry Regiment
Battery B, 7th Battallon, 9th Artillery - 105mm (1)

(2) Missions fired by supporting artillery were contast missions,
haressment and interdiotion (HkI), reconnaissance by fire and navigatianal,

. (3) Conospt of the Operations The howitser batieries orgamic to the
vegiment ware used in direct support of their parent squadrona and in general support
of mancuver elements participat in Operation AKRON, Howitser Batiery, lst and 3rd
Oquadrons, initially supported operations from base eamp positlons., As foroes mane
ouvered out of artillery rangs, Howitser Battery, 3rd Gquadron dieplaoed and remained
with the squadron camand post, Battery B, Tth Battalion, 9th Artillery became OPCON
to the regiment in direot support of the 52nd Ranger Battalion (ARVN)j the battery
displaced to CAM MY vicinity YSLS92 in order to support operetions in Area LION,

(k) The timeliness amd effectivencss of artillsry support was highly
instrumental in inflicting maximum losses upon enemy forces amd inatallations.

(5) During the period 8.27 June 1967, the following number ¢f rounds
were fired in support of ground opsrationss

Howdtser Battery, lst Squadren 1992
Howitser Battery, 3rd Squadron 3659
Battery B, Tth Battalion, 9th Artillery 628
Total Rounds Expended 679

0, Enginser, Enginser support was provided the regiment by the 919th Engine
maxv {Armored), Ons platoon was attached to the Ird Squadron throughout the operat
o the 2nd Platoon suprarted the I5th Ranger Battalion (ARVN) on the 16th md 17th
of June for tho purpose of VC base oasp dostruotion, In support of the Ird Squadron,
fifteen mines were detocted and either removed or destroyed; three expedient ford
eroswing sites were constructed and ons expedient :ﬁ‘ timbor bridge, Class 55, vas
construoctod to replace an AVLIB on the Mrestons Trail.

During the early morning attaok of 19 Juno, the Jid Platoon sufferod two KHA and
twelve WHA out of the twonty-<ix men involved, This was dus to their occupation of
that portion of the perimeter bearing the brunt of the ground attask, All platoon
vehiales received light or moderate damage with one vehicle alome taking sixty-three
rounds of small arme and cne RFRG=2 round, Dus to easualties and cquipment damage, tho
2nd Platoon relieved the 3rd Platoon on the 20th of Jurs and sontimwed seppost

of

out thy remainder of tho oporation. In suwpport of tho 3IS5th AAVN Rangsy Battalbon.
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s dmolidlon tasx Zrem the 2nd Platoon vas airelifted in am the L4AN and L178h of dume
by UlsitD, Thedsr alseicn vas the destrustion of an extensive VO base samp eensisting
of over 175 bunkars with overhead cover and a connecting trench network. While lne
volved with this mission, thirty=eight mortar rounds, three claymoro mines and mise
cellaneous emall arms ammunition were found and dsstroyed,

“de Chelluica.l. No chemical munitions or riot contrul agente were employed
during the operation.

6. Army Aviatien,

(1) General: The Regimental Air Cavalry Troop and Regimental Head=
quarters Aviation Section supported the operatiom with thirtcen OH=23's; twalwe Ube
1D's; and ninetecn U'4=1C's, The OH=23's ware flown a total of 552 hours, consumed
9,384 gallens of 115/145 fual and transported 1,022 pasaengers. The UH=1C armed ...
holicopters flew 633 hours,.comsumed 37,980 gallons of, JP«4 fuel; fired 283,200 rounds
7.62m, 906 rounds 2,75" and 4,675 rounds LOmm, Two structuros were destroyed, The
UH=1D helicopters wére flewn 421 hours, consumed 25,260 gallons of JP=4 fuel, trans-
pertad B854 passengers, and carried 6,8 tons of cargo (W3 tons a day),

0 ]

(2) ' Enployment: ' ' :

NUMBER OF SORTIES ’ - T

Command & . Aerial Suypport

Control . Reconnaissance & Reaction Forec
OH=23 m &5 | o
UR=1C L2 m
UR=1D 152

Troop Lift Cargo Lift Casualty Evacuation
68-1D 167 232 20

Total of 2,055 sorties flowm in suppert of the operation,
(3) Techniques:

Proven concepts were cnployed during this opuration with no vigne
ificant changes,

(4) Maintcnance:

On Hand Availably
OR=-23 &) 9.8%
UR-1C 19 15.6
UH-1D 12 10,3

* Low availability of OH=23's is duc to a continuous loss cf peneratars, and axces=
sive time for arrival of replacement parte,

f. Air Forde., Prelinmimary coordination wrs nade with the Yth Infantry
Division TACP, Since only two O=1 aircraft arc available to the reglnent, consider-
able scheduling diffieulties wurc encountcred; howuver the 9th Infantry Division did
supplanent the FAC resources of the rcgiment., In nost instancos the Blackharee FaC
wero ablg to mect all of their con ittnunts without rcequiring ocutside aseistance,
The TACP ramained with the regimental TOC at LONG GIAO. No cormunications diffieul-
ties botwecn the 3rd Squadron and the T/CP wero cxporienecd, howover mueh nare effic—
iont and responeive FAC service could have boen provided if the 3rd Squadran would
havo operated within the FM radio eapability of the O=1 adreraft, Undor the resemt
setup, if ths 3rd Squadron desi~es FAC cssistance they ruet mwitch to the PAC froq-
uency, No problen exists in this vein; however if thy FAC desirce to contaet the

Page )
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(2)

(3)

2 A-A
1 AC4?
1 AC-L5
1 AC-47
1 AC=47

215
2 F=100

2 F=10C
3 r-100
3 F-100
2 F=100
*2 F=100
3 =100
2 F-100
3 r=C
3 K=l
#2 F-100
*1 B-%7
2 r-100
2 F=120
3 F=100
2 F=100
3 P00
3 F=100
2 r-100
3 r=00
A F=iC
3 F=100

(a)
(v)
(¢)
()

Forward Alr Control -
Convoy Escaprt -
Vieual Reconnaissance =

Maintenance =
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3rd Squadren and inform them of any targets or pending dangers he is not able to do sc
bacause of frequency limitations on FAC radiose,
ation to LONG GIAO did not require contimious airborne FAC coverage during daylight
hours, Mul) FAC ocoverage waa provided by a combination of strip alert at LONG GIAO
and airborme (=) aireraft,

PAC and tactical fighter/bamber sorties flown in support of the 3rd Squadroen,
ith Agnored Cavalry Regiment during Operation AKRON wore as follows:

(1) Total 0-1 Scrties = 90

The ncar praximity of thie oper-

28 (72:35 hours)
L2 (100:55 hours)
18 (28140 hours)
2 (0t55 hours)

Fighter/Bamber Support

(a)
(b)
(e)
(¢)

Immediate rdssions
Preplenned rissions

Total strike aircraft missions = L)
Tabel striko aircraft sorties =10C

« 7 (10 sorties)
- 39 (90 sorties)

Size and Composition of Forces:

(a)

1684 - 81

Irmediate Yiseions ~ by flight:

21,000 7+62mm / 45 Flares \

/ 54 Flares

20,000 7,62m / 30 Flares

/ 20 Flares

12MK - 82

MK ~ 82 / 1200 20m

(b) Preplanned missions = by flight:

8 MK-82 / 1607 20em

6 MK-82 / 6 750 NiP

8 MK-82 / L 750 NAP / 1600 20m

L MK=82 / L 750 NAP / 1600 20m

L MK=82 / &4 750 NAP

L, MX=-82 / L 750 NAP / 1500 20m

L MX-82 / L 750 NAP

12 MK-82 / & 750 NAP / 2,00 20rm

12 MK-82 / 4 750 MAP / 3600 20rm

Ordnince Expanded UNKNGUN

3 MX-65

L MX-82 / & 750 NAP / LOO 20cm

8 MK-82 / L 750 NiP / 2 LaU<)

12 MX-82

L MX-82 / 2 750 NiP / 2 LiU=}

§ MK-82 / L 750 NAP / 2 LaU=3 / 24,00 20m

8 MX-82 / & 750 NP

6 M-116 / 2 750 NAP

6 M=117 / 6 750 NAP

12 XX-82 / L 750 NiP / & LiU=3 / 4400 20

8 MX-82 / L 750 NAP / 1800 20m
CONFIDENTIAL Pags L
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2 F-100 L MK-82 / L 750 NAP / 1200 20rm
2 F-100 L MK-82 / & 750 NAP / 1600 20rm
2 F=100 1 M-117 / 2 750 NAP  (Due to waather)
2 F=100 6 M(=82 / 2 LAU=3

3 F=100 6 MK-82 / L 750 NAP / 2 LAU=3

2 F-100 8 MK-82

3 F-100 6 MK-82 / L 750 NiP / 2 LiU=3

2 F=100 L MK-82 / 2 750 NAP / 2 LAU=3

2 F=100 L MK=82 / 2 750 NAP / 2 LAU=3

3 F-100 8 MK-82 / 4 750 N.P / 2 LAU<3

3 F=100 6 MK-B2 / 2 750 NAP

3 F-100 6 M(-82 / & 750 NAP

3 F=100 6 MK-82 / 6 750 NAP

3 F-100 6 MK-82 / 6 750 NLP
#2 F=100 M-117

# Skyspot rdssions.

(4) Employment and Results: All but four missicns flown in support
of the 3rd Squadron were executed by Blackhorse FiC, Increasing inclement weather
necessitated the use of low level deliverod ordnance; e.g., MK=82 high frage, napalnmj
and 20mm. Although the MK-82 bomb (500#) is not as offective 28 tho M-117 (750#) bort
the tactical aireraft were able to deliver ruch nare ordnance on targets in wcather
which would have been prohibitive to the larger type ordnance, The bamb damage
assessment (ED.\) indicates that more rolisble intelligence is still badly needed,

(2) Recap of ordnance delivered,

MK-65 1000¢ BOMBS =~ 3

M-117 7508 BQGS =~ 17
MK-82 5004 BOMBS =218
MK-81 * 250# DBOMBS =~ 16

BLU=3 or BLU-27 750# N.P.lM BOME =~ 110

LiU~3 RX PODS (19 RX/POD) - 22
Flares - 149
20m Rounds =25,30C
7,621 Rounds -41,000

(b) Bomb daumage assessment (post strike miesion report),
KBA = Confirmed = 17 / possible = 22
Bunkers or faxholes destroyod, damaged or uncovercd - 6
Trenches destroyed, damaged or uncovered = 190
Secondary fires - 10
Trails uncovered = LOO meters
ge Civie iction / Psychological varfare,

(1) Civic Action: During Opcration AXROW, the 3rd Squadron conducted
MEDCAPS at CAM MY (YS 462925) and AP HOUNG SA (YS LBLE1O), A total of 134 patients
were treatod, In addition, using camodities provided by the rerinment, the 3rd
Squadran donated 1,200 1bs of rice, 952 1lbs of powdered milk, 72 gallane of cooking
oil, 700 1bs of corn meal, 1200 1bs of rolled wheat, 900 lbe of bulpar wheat anu
50 1bs of assarted candy to needy people in the OAM MY area, With voluntary con~
tributions fron renbers of the Jrd Squadron, a televieion sot was purchased and do-

nated to the people of CAM MY, i television intenna was also provided and erectod
by the 3Ird Squadron,

Pzga § -
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(2) PSYOPS activities: PSYOPS support to tho operation consisted of
a total of twelve loudspeakor = leaflet rissions during which 1,388,000 lcaflets
were dropped. Eight types of loaflets warc dropped, 4 total of twolve apocial tépes
ware used during 8 hours and 10 minutee of speakar time, The basic themes of the
tapes included cupfew instructions, rally instructions, warnings to the VC that they
would be defeated, exploitation of VC hamecsickncss, and the publieising of the 969
Reward for Information Progran,

(3) Obsarvations: Tho good will gencrated by the active CA/PSYOP pro=
am during Operation AKRON was clearly demonstrated by & farewell banquet held by
he peoplo of CAM MY for the camandor and staff of the 3rd Squadron shortly aftcr
the canclusion of AKRON, The squadron S=3, who directed much of the CA/PSYOP opere
atione in the operatimnal areu, received spucisl rocognition by the psople.

7. (C) INTELLIGENCE.

8 Anticipatod enemy situaticn:

(1) At present, no major VC Main Force units are known to be occupy=
ing the area of oporations, Elements of the 84th Rear Service Group and local units
can be expectod to be encountored throughout ihe arsa of opcratione and to opposae
our novenient with sniping, mines, and limited cefensive action, especially in tho
area of stares and caches, Main force units could reoccupy the arca without warning
prior to our novement into the area of operaticns, all likcly avenues of approach
for armered vehicles, to include main roads, are cxpected to be mined, 5th VC Div-
isin can bo expected to counter-eweep, cithar by attacking forward basce in the
area of operatiane, or by attacking friendly installations ar convoys cutside the
area of operations,

(2) Ordor of Battle:

(a) Coamposition and disposition:

UNIT STRENGT LOCATION DATE  EVAL  EKEMARKS

S5th Div HQ 500 YS608L 26 May A2

Sth Div Pwd CP  Unk ¥56392 31 May A-3

27uth Regt (=) 1300 YS6479 3dun A3

V21 © 350 YIS0, 3L May  P-3

275th Rogt 1100 (?)  Unloe vic YS6293

8th A Gp . 55C Unloc Prob w/5th Div HQ

8Lth Roar Svec Cp 135 YS478L 6 Apr c-3 H only

DLLS LF Bn (=) 300 YS5L60 28 May P-2

C3/DLLS 100 Unloe vic YS2677  F=3

€240 LF Co 120 YS2890 22 Moy F-2

€20 LF Co Unk Unloc vic YSLO8L CHAU DUC Dist Co
(b) Strength:

‘Camnitted Forcee: Within the aroa of operations, clements
of Group 84, the C2L0 LF Company, the C20 LF Ccopany, and C3/DLLS must bo considercd
imoediately available for enmploynent, It 1= also possiblc that an NV.. ruplacenent
unit of up to battalion size could be encountercd on its wiy through the arva to
reinfareco the 5th VC Divisian,

2 PReinfarcuments: The 5th vC Division, with the 274th amt
275th Regiments, can bs camitted in the easturm portion of the are: of opuratioe
within 2L hours after carencing rovosent, It 1s also possiblu that the 274Lth
could reoccupy its old beses in the HaT DICH price to :he initiztion of Operation.
AKRON. If the =mltiplicity of agent repcrts of NV. resironts and battzlions have
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any foundation, it is possible that an NVA battulion or rerirent could alco be cuie
mitted within 2L hours. However, no NVa regiments arc belicved to be in the 5th
Division area, althougch a battalion size nuclcus for the yct to be formed third
regiment may be present., In alditicn to lnown 5th Divicion clements, the Dul5 LF
battalion (=) could move into the arca of operation in i to 48 hours,

3 Personnel: The Sth Divisien is at about 40% strength
overall, This is mainly duc to the lack of a third rcginent, However, toth runain-
ing reginments are¢ understrencih. The 27Lth, the strenpger of the twn, has abcut
658 of the TOE strenpth of 2500, The 270th is considerably lower, probably around
LO0%, Divisional support clcm.nts a=c belicved to be better off, probably around
80% TOE strcngth, The major local foirce unit ia the area of interest, the DLLS 'F
battalicn or FHUOC TUY Provinc:, is wecll up to strength vith approximetcly 40G men,

L Equipment: The Scviet-CHICOM farily of weapons ir now
found throughout the Sth Divislen, No rockcts nar heavy rertars have been confurme!,
although the 89th ai Group reportedly has two 120mn nortars, & rallier report of
onc quad mountcd 12,7mm HMG within the division has not yet been confirncd. A minor
chemical capability dcos exist in that nanpicked flouicthrowers are found in o chem-
ical platoan under divicion control, Onu such weapon wis captured fren 2/275 in
March,

(¢) Trcties: Fren pricr oxperience auring preler into the LT
DICH arca, the VC con be expected to M:fund thedr basc eamps by the oxtensive ure of
rdnes, sniping and RPG-i'se, .oy anin force units cneountered cwn be expected te Add
fron prepared positions, using mortars =nd rceoilless rifles, in addition to thotr
nornal complement of antitank nd mutonatic wenpons, The Sth Divisicn cwn b ox-
pected to counter-swocp by cither mountin: diversionury attacks clsowherc or att :ck=
ing the operational forces dircetly. OSuch atticks would nermally be tarpetod
aginst base camps, forwird ccrnand pestes or resupply conveyse o nortr/recoilless
rifle attack can be considercd the mininun to to cxpected with the possibility of
a ground attack or ambush lw~ys presente The terrnin “long Intorprovincinl boute
2 and the covered approaches provide ~~plc oppcrtunity for enployment «f Sth biv-
ision forces,

(d) Training: s chown by the cont=cts the 1llth .rmorcd Covaliy
Regiment has had with VC rain force units, ¢spocially the 21 llay nrbush, the inidiv-
1dual VC is 1 well trained, ccmpeteatly lcd, professirn 'l soldiar. The reeent inflix
Xf NVA units ~nd fillers will furthoer incronsc the nlicady high state of t aaning
in the 5th VC Division,

(e) Loglstics: FRcsupply of the Sth VC Divisin umts i . hidled
by thu BLth Rear Scrvico Greoup which operates throurhout the awrer of oper tom .
well as cast to the MAY TAC mountain are:, Services previded by the droup inctude
cuartormaster, transpertation, ordnince, ncdieal, production ~nd fin-ncu. The
min east-west supply route crosces Interprovinei 1 loute 2 in the NGAT Gliv, XA
BANG, Slope 30 arca (Y_L585).

(f) Corbat efficivney: The Sth Divasion's cfficiency :3 a dw-
ision 4s questiontble due te tho 1-ck »f » third repirent nd insufficient > 1-
scancl in the othor twoe regiments, The Z75th in prrticul-qd has - peer rocormt.
~lthough it has still ncunted t-tt-lion (1) oper tions such 28 GM T.N an 6 M-
(Z50182)¢ In the LO GOM (Y55155) ~ctin of 20 March, thc sieond battalion wis ru-
forted to haive been reduced te less thon 100 rwn, -nd as o presult disbended, 1f
this is trug, the combat cffectivencs: of the 275 Rogin nt is -~tout that of = full
strength battalion, The 274 Deginent, ~lthoupt ~t less than full strenpth, 1o still
n cffective firhting forees It has o finc cavt record, even ~painst UL troe, s,
The 274th co: be expeeted to put up strong reo--tinee if ungaged, The ervbl-t
«ffectiveness of the lceal feree unite is psencr-dly uniov s oxcept [r the DLLS
which is rated as fully combat cffcctive,

te actuil cnomy situ-ticn:

The intolliyznes cstimates propar 4 frar Oy ti~n KWLM proved te be cerurat.,
Acll prepared fortifications, mmall bitc e mps ! mwrrrius buiaors, trenet s na
faxhcles werc found during the omrstion, | oo th = st j.rt, eontiet .uth tne '
wero limfted to small unit eticns, The most sipnifient ng ¢omont ceearre! o
the marning cf 19 Junc 1t OL15H when the 3rd lqu-!r n c ront jost with X Troop el
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3rd Platoen, 919th Engineer Company, located vicinity ¥YSLA7825 sustained an intensive
ground attack from an estimated reinforced VC battalion, The VC did not attempt to
overrun the perimeter, but fired into it with small arms, machine guns, mortars,

5Trm and 7%m recoflless rifles, M«79 rrenade launchers and heavy machineguns. Fire
was returned with all organic weapons Lo include mortars and artillery, and LFT's

and A{r Force flare ships provided suppressive fires, The VC broke contact with the
perimeter at O200H and as they withdrew to the west they overran a K Troop patrol,
vicinity YS447833 resulting in six US KHA fram the patrol. Six VC bodies and numer=-
ous abandaned weapans were found near the patrol, During the attack, the M Company
perimeter received an estimated eight rounds of mortar fire, vicinity YSLA5850, At
first light, a searon revealed forty~five VC bodies around the command post. Addit-
ional bodies were found east of Interprovineial Route 2 along the withdrawal route

of the attacking VC force, A detailed study of the numerous documents found in the
battle area indicate that the attack was probably mounted by the 2nd Battalion, 274th
Regiment, with at least the 3rd Company of the lst Battalion and divisional artillery
elements supporting, VC losses were fifty-six KIA (BC), two PW (WIA); one M~79
grenade launcher, one SKS carbine, four AK-47 assault rifles, five RPG~2 rocket
launchers, ane Type 50 SMG, one Type 56 CHICOM carbine, one Ml carbine, two BAt's,
two '(I"y'pe 53 carbines, forty=-two hand grenades and a large amount of ommunitien cap-
urede .

'

¢y Sources of information:

Various sources of information were utilized before and during Operation AKRON
to eollect information of Viet Cong activities, Preliminary estimates were prepared
fram Viet Cong inatallation iists, SPAR and other arent reports, Periodic Intelligence
Reports (II FFORCE V), terrain studies, climatic weather studies and reports received
through Vietnamese intelligence ch.nnels, Daily intelligence was obtained from intepw
Pogation reparts and both ground and deridl’eurveillance and reconnaiseance activities,
Recennaissance operations were supplemented by night vision devieccs, Captured enemy
documents and other material were 21so helpful in providing information of the VC
situation,

8, (C) MISSICN,

The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (=) wne o comduct recemnalssance and .
search and destroy operations to destroy VC/NVi forces and installations, and to be
prepared to provide security for engineer work forces in sector.

9. (C) CONCELT OF THE OPERATION.

as 11th Armaored Cavalry Regiment (=) conducts operation in two phases, ute-
1lizing two armored cavalry scuadrons and available ARVN ferces,

bs Phase I. 3rd Squadron conducts recannaissance and scarch and destroy
operations in coordination and cooperation with the 35th Ranger Battalion (ARVN)
1long Interprovincial Route 2 and in AO BOOT and .0 SADDLE.

o, Phase II, Secures engineer clearing of Blackstene and Fircstone Tr-uls

aan; of N=5 grid line 37; continues reconnaissance and search and destroy operations
in TACR,

ds 1lst Squadronm eontinucs Operation KITTY HAWK with security of thc base
samp and GIi RAY réck quarry and conduets ROAD RUNNER operations aleng Notional High-

way 1; prepared to react with troop size reinforccmert =nd prepares to seeure engineer
vork partles along the DlackBtone Trail east of N-5 grid line 37,

10, (C) EXECUTION,
7 June
Ogntinued Operation KITTY HiiK, socuring the base camp and GIA

RAY Rock Ouarry,’ and eonducting RO/D RUNNER operatione between LONG BINH, GIA RAY,
and the basc camp,

W{g, Ingtiated Operation .KRON at OGOOH with cloaring Inter-
provine oute 2 ¢o yicinity (5458900, T, d yy M attacked to
seize Objaotives A (Y53987) and C (YS3986) (See /nnex B). Upcn soivure of objectives
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maneuver clements initiated search and durtroy operations in A0 SADDLL (Sce innix 4).
No contact was made; squadron command post rceeived onc round sniper firc vicinaty
Y3424876 resulting in negative casuslties,

Air Cavalry Troope Continued to support operations, providing lipght firc team
cover,

10 June
1st Squadrop, Continued Operation EiTTY AVK,

3rd Souadron, Continued scarch ard destroy ep:rotirne in 40 SADD - .tk ¢
to selze Objectives B (Y£3785) and D (¥:3985), Troop I lucaved one VG KIa i)
vicinity ¥S412881; captured one MiS~=36 holt action rifle vicinity ¥541u88L4. Tgeop L
located and destroyed a basec camp containing 105 bunkers vicinity Y5388857. Irgop L
destroyed a basc ermp containing twenty bunkers vieinity YS375847 at 1305H, At
1318H the troop destroyed a trench bunker complex 100 mcters long with 100 bunkers
vicinity YS377849, ‘

35th Rangep Battali ARVN), ecame dircct support at 1000H ~nd moved by
foot into #0 BOOT at 1145H,

Air Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations,

11 June

1lst Squadron, Continued Operaticn KITPT MK,

3rd_Sawadron, Continued sezrch and destroy operation: in #0O S.DDLE. Troop K
evacuated six tons (100 1b bags) of polishud rice and 1600 pounds of salt vicinity
¥5388858 at 0830H, Company M capturcd onc detaince vicinity ¥S5437865 with CuICOM
grenade at 0930H; at 1145H evaeurted 2,75 tons polished rice vieinity YOLsiHui.
Destroycd 300 = LOO meters trench (YS431869) ~nd uvacunted 1600 pounds of rice ai
1350H,

3%h Ronger Pattaliop ((IWN). Continu 4 scoreh »nd destroy opurations: in a0
BOOT without incidcnt,

Afr Cavalry Troop, Continued support ot operation:,
12 June
1st Squadron. Continued Opuration KITTY ill.',

3rd Sguadron. Continued serrch nl destrey cpor:tions in 20 SAUDL., .03, b
engaged and killed one VC (BC) vicinity YSAL8BLR at 1600H; ~t LO0AH w .C.V reecived
RPG-2 firc rcsulting in modurate dommin , one US KH., threc US WHL and onc Nutiumal
Policeman WHi, Artillery supportud witl, :.aknown rusnlts, .t 165011 vicinity (SL288L1,
received two riflc mrenades and sporndic small arms fire with negnlive poralt.,
Troop K destroycd basc camp containirg twonty bunlurs vieinity Y5371848 -t LLLUH;
destroyed thirty-seven bunkers wicinity Yi362848, Company M cvacunted 1.5 cons
polished ricc and destroyed forty-fivu fortifications vicinity ¥YS423856,° at 19151
an ACAV hit a minc viecinity YS4LO850 lc winu ~ crater 2x2’x6 feat lonz -nd resulting
in dwmage to the suspension systom; four Ui UH.s cngared one VO with unknown rosults,

Ranper Battalion (L\KVN), Continucd op.rations in A0 BOOT. Louited o brse
camp vieinity ¥5373885 1t 1427H consistin - of fifty bunkors, thirty moct v rounds,

2150 rounds of smill arms, fifty rounds M/9, 70 lbs TNV, rcventy-two . rtyw fuzcs,
and twenty non-slectric blasting caps,

A4r Cavalry Troop, Continucd rsuppert of spir .tion:s,
13 Junc

Lst Soundron. Conmtinued Opir-tici Kidl. o Mk,

Jrd Squndron., Continued oper-tiing in .0 SADNE, Troep I destrayc! baso e,
consisting of twenty bunkcrs, thros kitchen huts; capturcd n DHe=l8 Cizpiuc, two
CHICOM grenades, ~nd onc riflc vicinity Y5436848, Troop L destroyed buic e-mp eme
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taining twenty-thre® military structures, . R
R ' : ~—

A -

WK

: 4 ."‘Cmttnno.d:se&rch-nt‘bgge::'ﬁn [oeated 12 June
© Destroyed additional nimety bunkers and six 82im mor m\

Adr Cavalry Troo .~ Oontinued ‘suppert of operationss . LRP ‘engaged and killed
one V¢ !E, ‘o GV

vicinity YS525963. at 1730H;  capturcd-one-d79-with-seven rounds, onc
claymore, ano UIS'veb-l?e.n,«&LUi‘lgl_ifd';qnd onc US canteen,

1 Junq
- 1st Sguadron, Continuo'a._.épemt;ien- KITTY EaVK. _ Troop C secured Engineer Reme ¢
Plow parties ir zone along-the Blackstone Trail, I e

———

3pd Squadron, Continued search nand destroy operations in AQO SiDPLi and condueted
Eagle Flighte. Troop I at 08Q0H, uncovered a bunker complex containing twelve Sk

- foot Wunkers,.one-medioal tut with ge, one:-hand-grenade, .one canteen, apd nine

flashlight battorics, vicinity YSL26851, The bunkérs wero Hestroye
items were evacuated, At 0930H, Troop X found one bunker and two tunnels contiiping S
ocooking pots and clothing vicinity YS434844, Emplacements ware destroyed. At 14SOH,

2,2 tons of rice (Y5468835) was ceptured and cvacuated,

3rd _Platoon, 919th Enginecr Company. 1ocated, vicinity YS452834, one MLAL mine
and destroyed it in place,
15 Jure

rd

st Squadron (=), Continued Operation KITTY HiWK. Tyoop C continued security
of Engineur Rome Plow parties along the Blackstone Trail, :

3rd Scuadron.: Continued operations ir 4O SADDLE, Command post received ten
rounds of =mmall arms fire vicinity YSL47837 at 0833H; therc were no casu-ltics,
destroyed a base camp containing thirty-threc bunkers and thrce CBU vieinity
18405825 at 1235H, A tank with Jroop L sustained minor Camage from an antitank mine
vicinity ¥S438850 at 0823H; thore were no casualties,

35th Ranger Battalien (-RUN), Movcd overland from 410 BOUT to vieinity YS460835,

Afr Cavalry Troops Continued support of operations,
16 June

st Sguadren, Cantinuod Operation KITTY HaWK and security of Rome Plow parties
along the Blackstone Trail,

3rd Squndron. Continued operations in AO SADDLE ~nd conducted Eagle Flighte
in area of operations without achicving significant contact. Troop K found and des-
troyod fifteon bunkers vicinity YS408823, One bunker contained one VC gas mask made
from a plastic bag and bloody rags,

2 LVN), Conducted operations in 4O RANGER (See innox C)
without contact,

Alr.Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operctions,
17 June

ot Squadron. Continued Operation KITTY HUMK,
5 o Continued operations in AO SiDDLE and RANGED without comtact.
eanducted sozrch and dostroy operations !n ‘rea 38 (Suc immox D). At 1435H,
the troop destroyed fifteen bunkars, fiftcen CBU's and threo pounds of clothing vie=
inity YS,L00800, scarched Area 65 and at 1430H destroyed one CHICOM grenadc
(YSL11826), At one CBU was found and destroyed vicinity YS412826, Twe long
rango roconnaissance patrols (LKP) inserted into .10 MIKE (See innex E) at O900H,

J4th Rapger Battalion (\RVN). Contimued operations in i0 R.NGIR without contact
Pagu 10
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A%: Cavalry Troop, Continued support of cperations. LRRP were insertod into
AO MIKE at O900H; one patrol engaged seven VC vicinity YS497836 resulting in five VC
KIA (BC) at 1745H, Both patrols were extracted without incident,

18 June
1st Sguadrcn, Continued Operation “ITTY HuWK,

3pd Squadron. Continucd operations conducting scarch and destroy operatd ons
in A0 SADDLE and RANGER, Attached enginecr platoon developed stream crossings in
Area 40, Command post displaced to YS448826, closing at 1430H, Troop I senrched in
irea 38 and at C805H destroyed a CBU bomblet rigmed with a claymore vieinity ¥S413824.
it 1010H destroyed two well fortifici bumiirs, 300 meters of trench and onc messhall
(Ys398812), Trcop L conducted search ard destroy activities in ireca 33, /it OB15H,
elements of the troop located an abandoned village vicinity YS430813 which appeared
to have bicn occupicd the previous night. 4t 0920H, found abandened village (YS5425827,
with indicaticns 2-4 persons h-d occupied the arca, it 0930H, the trcop uncovered a
platoon sized cncampment vicinity YSA25815 with markings indicating the crea was
booby=-trappcd and mined, Six foxholes and five L-shaped mortar emplacemcnts were
also located in the same area, .t 1545H, clements of the troop found a battalion
sized assembly area including fresh foxholes, footpaths and VC leaflets,

35th Ranger Battaliop (/RVN), Continued operaticns in .0 R/NGER.
Air Cavalvy Troop. Continued suppoert of operatiens,

19 June
1lst Squadron, Continued Operntion KITTY RHalK.

3rd Scuadron. ' Continued oper:tions in 40 SiADDLEL and H.NGER, .t Ol15H, c¢lcments
of the lst Battalion, 274th VC liegiment lounched A mortar, rccoilless rifle ~nd
ground attack against the command post defcnded by Trcop K. Light fire toams, artil-
lery, nnd flareships supported with contaet broken at at 0210H, VC losses wurs fifty=-
six VC KI.i (BC), two PW, seventcen detainees, thirteen weapons, five RPG-2 launchers,
assorted types of grenades, recoilless rifle rounds and small arms ammunition eap-
tured; US losses were nine KHi, thirty-two WH., one AVLB ~nd six /CiaV's drmared. The
dquadron (=) conducted sweep of the area west of Interprovineinl Route 2 without
contact, (See¢ immex H for detailed account of the attack and subscquent actions
initiated by the renction foreas,)

35th Ronper Battalion (ARVN), YWas extracted from vicinity YSL48826 by CHeL7,
extraction completed 1005H,

3rd Scuadron, 5th Cavalry {(-), Became OPCON to the rcriment at OB54H and as-

sisted in swecep oporations south of the Courtenay Rubber Plantation. /At 14LOH, Troop
A engaged unknown number of VC vicinity YC520€84, artillery, lipht fire teams, and air
strikes supported with unimown results, Thore wore two WHa and onc ..C.V damaged.

it 1530H Troop G found eight todics (VC KIn (EC)) in fresh graves, Bodies and

graves less than 12 hours old, killud by small arms and fragments vicinity Y"LBI«B&.

Ajr Cavalry Troop, Continued support of opcrations aad 3rd Scuadron cngngement
with elemcnts of 274th VC hogiment,

20 June
18t Scundron., Continuod Oporation KITTY HWK,

2rd Squadron. Continued operations in .0 S.DDLY conducting saturation patrollin
without contact,

3rd Sguadron, Sth CMQ% (=), Contimued sunrch and dostroy oparations south
of the Courtenay Plantation without cantact, at 1514H, clements of the squadren
uncovercd a base camp 100x200 meters with bunkers. .irstrikes wure employed against

the ocamp producing five secondary brush fires, Revertcd to 9th Infantry Division
eontrol at 1706H,

Al Cavalry Troop. Contimued support of cpurations, conducting survoillanec
of tho arca of oporations and provided light fire tear support far tho squadron,
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2 June v
st _Squadroni Continued Operation KITTY HAWK,
s « Continued operatiohs ih A0 SADDLE, At 1O3LH, w
received three rounds sniper fire vicinity YS450905; the area was
searched with negative results, :
+ Bocamo direct support to the regiment at O734H

$20d_Raneer Battalion (ARVN)
.and moved scuth fram the base camp to AO LION (Sco Annex F),

Alr Cavalry Troop. Continued support of operations,
22 June '

dst Souadron. Continued Operation KITTY H/WK.

Mﬂ%{:}. Continued operations in .0 SiDDLE. Jro conducted eordan
and search of LOM vieinity YS453685 without incident; provided direct
suppart for the 52nd Ranger Battalion in AO LION. Troop L socured Inginocr Rame Plow
parties along the Firestone Trail,

Wo Commencod scarch and dostroy operations in AO
LION h Troop K providing direct support. Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th /rtillery
provided supporting fires from vieinity CAM MY,

Afr Cavalry Troop, Contintied support of opcrations and provided threo Zagle
Flights to 3rd Squadron, At 1900H found % 1b of documents and 5 lbs of medical
supplies; dostroyed strusture vicinfty YS458890.

23 June

1ot Souodran. Continued Operation KITTY HAWK,

m%. Continued oporations in A0 S.ADDLE, conducted cordon
and search and vicinity XA BONG (YS467858); troated eighty patieats, Jrgop K
continued direct support of 52nd Ramer Battalions Troop L vontinued security of

enginecr work parties, ma}ga:gatrayod 300 moters of trench and seventy-five
reinfaorced bunkers vicinity Yu3 D ot 14154,

5204 Ranger Battalion (ARVN), Comtinued opurations in AO LION without contact.

W. Continued support of operations; provided three Eagle Flighte
to N,

24 June

1ot Squadron., Continued Operation KITTY HaWK,

W:l. Continuod operations in .0 SADDLE; canductod MEDCAP at CAM

MY treating patients, Troop K crntinued direet suprport to 52nd Ranger Battaliom,
omntinued seourity of onglusor wark parties alomg Firestone Trail.

located base camp econeisting of 1200 motors of trenches and soventy-five roinfor

bunkers vicinity Y5388838 at 1000H, conducted

nine sweeping operations along Interprovineial Routo 2; locatod and destroyod nino

mines vicinity YS458896,

W. Continuod operations in AO LION with Troop K.
At s pounds of cement and seven gallons of cooking cil at YS515835 wers
found and evacuated, B
25 June

At Squodren. Continued Opsration KITTY HAKX,
/

o Continued search and destroy, cordon and search, MEDC..P, mine
owee saturation patrolling in .\O S.DOLE. canducted searsh and deotre,
operations’ in iress 19, 24, and 13 (Soe Annex G), it | , fourteen detainocs werc
evacusted to DUC THAN distriot headquarters from tho area of YSSL57839 and YSA50637,
Trogp K securod plolup sone (PZ) for extragtion of $2nd Ranger Battalion and eonducte
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¢crdon and search of AP HUONG SA (YS483612), Apgrehended three male detoinees who
were evaocuated to DUC THAN and conducted a MEDQ4F ¥peating fifty patients, ﬁmgu
continued security of Rome Plow partiee along the Firostone Trail, Com com-
plated destruction of base eamp found on 24 June, it O74OH the troop found and des-
troyed a US hand grenade rigged for immediate detonation when the pin was removed
vicinity YSL15875,

M%m_ﬂ:?nﬁﬂ_cﬂm. Swept Intorprovincial Route 2 for mines
south from Y5458896, At 1630H, two antitank mines were locatod (YS454867) and des-
troyeds Ono was an RPG=2 rigged as a mine,

: » Was extracted by CH=47 from PZ vicinity ¥5525840;
extraction ¢ eted at H.

Alr Cavalry Troop. Continuod support of oporations,
27 June

1st Squadron. Continued Oporation KITTY HAWK, At 1917H, the squadron (=) moved
to reinforce the 18th Infantry Division (ARVN) in contact with the 3rd Battalion,
275th VC Regiment visinity AP PHU CAT (YT3231),

3rd Squadron, Continued operations in AO S.DDLE. Comoncod extraction from
oporational area, JTproop [ was relieved of security far engineor work parties alen

the Firestone Trail at O700H by elements of the 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry (Mech),
All elemonts closed the base camp at 1653H,

11, (C) RESULTS.
a, Enomy Losscs:
(1) Personnel:
65 VO KIA (BC), 3 P, 1 HOI CHANH, 51 Detainecs.
(2) PFortifications and buildings:
Wy military structurcs and -661 fortifications destroyed,
(3) Materiel (c;;tur;d and destroyod):

20 emnll arms weapons, 12,335 small arms rounds, 20 lbs TNI' captupan
124 artillery rounds, 13 mines, and 58 grenades dostroyed,

(4) Foodstuffs:
4.3 tons rice, 0,8 tons salt, and 7 gallons cocking vil.
(5) Miscellansouss

% lbs documents, 5 lbs medical supplics, 2 bieyelcen, 1,7 Lons of
coment,

b, Friendly Losscs:
(1) Persennels v
10 KHi, 52 WHA,
(2) Material:
1 AVLB, ) MABA3, 7 iCAV's damaped,
0 Followmp action by friendly ground farcos contirnues to be hamperad Ly

the difficulty of eross country movement, Wher~ver a target aroca is reascnally ao-
cessible immedinte reacticn is initiated; however the percontage still remiins rolp-

tively lowv,
Page 1
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12, (v) ADMGNISTRATIVE MATTERS.
&8s Logistioes.

(1) Resupply:
(a) Method of Operatiam.

During Oporation AKRON, the regiment was under the operational
control of the 9th Infantry Division and reccived logistical support from the Black-
horse Base Camp (LONG GIAO) supply facilities, The 3rd Squadron with attached units
was the principal recipiont of the support, The 551st Light Maintenance Company and
the 506th Supply and Service Campeny which are located in the basae camp and the 3rd
Ordnance Battalion, Class V point at LONMG BINH, frovided the support for the operation
through the base camp facilities, Resupply to tho forward araas was aceamplished by
the use of CH=47 and UH-1D helicopters while wheceled vehiclos moved the items fr
the depots to the base camp, .

The squadron trains remained at LONG GIAO; wheelod vchicles wees.dispatehed to
plekeup Class ' = JV supplies and repair parts fram the 506th Suprly and Service
Company and the 551st Light Maintenance Campany respectively for transportation to
the squidron trains area, At this point they were prepared for nerial movement (sling
loaded) to the forward area on CH-47 helicopters, E;aas V supplies were moved over=
land from LONG BINH to LONG GIAO by organic § tam trucks and trucks fram the 709th
Transpoartation Battalion,

(b) Consumption data (transported by CHe47),

8 Class III (mal) ¢ b W

HM? % 2860 750 308 cases 5600
Trp l 42 7400 34600 282 cases 5600
Trp K 42 9790 34250 463 cases 64,00
Trpl 42 9515 49300 390 coses 64,00
CoX 42 13850 25525 365 casee 5600
How Bty a8 1355 206500 26 oases 4,000
Mort Btry 18 1100 151000 98 casas

B9 Acty 10 33000 1200
Totals 88 43605 gollons 534925 1bs 1932 cases 34800 gallons

(27.41 tons)

(2) Maintenance: Operation AKRON continued to show the value of log-
istical support by air, /s in other operations repair parts were airlifted to field
locations, Majar assemblied were also moved the same way accompanied by maintenance
contact teams, Major assemblies replaced during the operation included two MLBA3
engines, three Mi1l3 engines, three MLBA3 transmissions, five ML8A3 finel drives and
thres M11) final drives, A total of six MLB.3 tanks wure dendlined for major come
ponente and aAll but two were repaired within 36 hours in the field, The remaining
two were ewacusted to the 551st Light Maintenance Campany at the base camp for 3rd
echelon repairs, EKleven armorsd personnel carriers (Ml13) were deadlined dusing the
op;:::im; two of them were evacuated to the 5505t Light Miintenance Compwy for
re .

(3) Treatmont wid evmcustion of casualtios: Casualties inourred during
Operation AKRON ware light with the vast majority of thom occurring on 19 June as
the result of the VC attack on the drd Squadron Command Post, Backup medical support
for the squadran was provided by the 2ith and 93rd Evacuation Hospitale in LONG BINH
nd the 7th Surgloal Hoepital and 37th Medienl Campany in the base camp,

¢, Cammnications: Operation AKRON was uniquo to the regiment, in that the
reginental ors remained in the base ommp and thus was nblo to take advantage
of all base camp cammnicitions facilitios,

(1) Preliminary Plans: Very little preplanning was necessary as the
re had already received VHF and cammunications centor suppart froam the 9th
Sipwl Battalim, 9th Infantry Division, In addition, comemnications had been pre=
vicusly established in the 9th Divieion MN and AM radio nets,
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(2) Commnications to higher headcuarters:

(a) FM = Prior to ths boginning of Operation AKRON the ropiment
was already operating in the 9th Infantry Division CG Command Net and the Intelligencc
Net, with no diffieulties encountoered,

(b) AM = The regiment cntored the Division Operations/Inteolligenco
AM RATT Net prior to Operation AKRON, therefore traffic was already being passed
before the operation commenced,

(3) Commnications from the base camp: Since the regimental coumand
post did not displace fram the base camp, normal basc camp facilities wore fully
utilized, Continuous radio contact was maintained with the operating squadrons,
plus attached units, throughou. the operation,

(4) Radio nots and tolephone=tolotype circuits utilized:
(a) Radio Nots:

1 MM - Normal regimental FM hets were cmployed as well as
entry into the 9th Infantry Division nets (soc Appendix 1 to innex I),

2 AM=AM RATT - contact was maintainod in the §th Division
Operations/Intelligence Net (seo Appendix 2 to Annex I).

(b) Telophone Circuitst

1 Common User = Normal basc camp common user circuits were
maintained and utilized, In addition, common user circuits wore cstablished to
the Reliable Main switchboard (see Appendix 3 to annex I)4

2 5Sole Usar = Sole usar telephone circuitn wers establithed
between the ragimental TOC and the 9th Division TOC, Thurc consisted of G=-3/i=3
TOC, G=3 Air/S=3 Adr, and an Artillery Coordination circuit, In addition, u sole
user circuit from the regimental TOC to the lst Australian Task Force TOC was re-
sstablished {scc Appendix 3 to Amnex I)

(c) Teletypewriter Circuits: The nermal base camp tclctypuwritar
circuit was utilized for everyday administrative and logistic traffic, A euparate
tactical teletypu circuit was established hitwssn the regimental command port and
the 9th Division, mroviding a quick rcactiun, sucuro, page copy eapability,

d, Administration:

(1) Gencral, The ~dminintrative plan utilized durin;: Opwration 'KROH
was essentially thc same as when soarch .nd destroy opurations arc conductud by
the squadrons in the rogiment's T.OR. Sinco rugimental headmuarters rcmainoed in
btase camp no necossity existod for administrative personncl to move to a fiald loca=
tion, No administrative difficulties duvilopud during the opuration

(2) Casualties:

US Lossce:

Killod by Hostile acticn 10
Wounded by Hostilc Acticn 52
Miesing by Hostile .iction 0
Non Battlh Dead 0
Non Battle Injurcd ]

(3) Personnel Scrvieuss

(a) Rellgious, S.xt-aa rerviens werc .oductod with ° int-L
attendance of 894 for persamnol of all faith:.
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(b) Special Services, No speccial servicos activities worc cone
dusted in the field,

(e) Post Exohange. Post cxchange faecilities were not available
to units 4nvolved in the operation, Existing basc camp facilities werc availabls
and utilised when the situation permitted.

13, (V) SPECIAL ESUIPHENT AND TECHNIGUES.

The regiment employod no special equipmont or techniques during Operation

AKRON,

W (C) GORLNDER'S ANALYSIS.

Operation /iKRON, as did Operations JUNCTION CITY I and MANHATTAN, proved
to be a successful operation not only from the standpoint of casualties inflicted
on the enemy, but Gleo tho number of base arcas denied him, For the first time, the
enemy chose to engage armored cavalry forces of tho 3rd Squadron in a night attack;
otherwise, the onemy fought limited engagements, The attack upon the 3rd Squadran
Command Post on the marning of 19 June was successfully defended by Troop K and
3rd Platoon, 919th Engineer Company with fow casualties; five of the nine KHA ware
sustained as the Viet Cong withirew and ovorran a ten man ambush patrol. Casualties
along the perimeter were minimel due to the amar protection, despite massive fires
from enemy mortars, recoilless rifles, RPG=2's, and hcavy machine guns.

The base area denial effort was accomplishod with mindimal delay; the cxtonsive
use of engineer support to develop londing zones nnd lines of comrmnication through
the jungle made the enemy aware that his onos safe havens wore in jeopardy. For
future operations, however, it is q ‘te apparent that the VC will sced the trails
with mines. These.mines will not stop =rmared cavalry forces, but will require
tedious mine sweeping oporations, thus enabling the enoamy to oscape through hidden
Jungls trails, In order to completc base aron denial, jungle cloaring operations
must be intensified to compartmentize the junglo into pockets of four to six kilow
moters square, When enemy battalions are being pursued, they are forced into an
area that is clearly definod; attompts to flee across jungle fire trails can be
onsily cbaorved and interdicted by close air and gunship suppoert.

15. (C) LESSONS Li\RNED:
(a) Itemt Mutually supporting artillery,

nm&‘.méﬂg;x The enemy has ropeatedly directod massive ground attacks
cgainst ¢ posts and fire support patrol bases,

Observation: Mre support patrol bases should be within mutual sup=
porting renge of 105mm or 155mm artillery,

(b) Jtept Protective cover at night defcnsive positicons,

\.

mm*ml During mortar or ground attacks, 2 large numbor of cas-
} ualties are sustained due to failurv to utilize existing protuective cover.
: Armar vohicle protedtion should b utilizod while sloap-
ing, At a minimm, o areas should have borms lovel with individual slouping;

overhead protection is desired,
(o) Itgm: ~=bush patrol and listoning post briefing,

Discussion: During the attack on 19 Junc, ambush prtrels were cute
off by the eney and pinned down by oncmy and friendly fire,

Mﬂ:ﬂralu and listening posts should bo bricfod price
to their de 0 o te positicne, routcs of withdrawal, and actions to b¢
taken 4f the parent unit comes wider attack,

(4) It Meployment of Seimmic anti-Intrusion Devioes.
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1 During the attack on 19 June the anti-intrusion devices
did not previde sarly warning of the impending ottack. The metional piek-up
trareducers were emplcyed at a range of 100 meters from tha _potimcter, however,
the enemy »ttack was initiated fram a range of 150 metarsy '\

. fugervations Coneideration must be given to terrain, weather and the

' pqm.s.u anvy threat in crder to properly emplace the fotiomnl pick-up transducers,
It ‘should be placed at g auffisient _range to pick up movement before an enamy attack

begins, It must, t"haretorr be-beyond the point at which the enemy would launch an
attack,

(¢) Jtemt Eagle Flight.

+ Disgyesion: Eagle Flights consisting of am airmooile squad in two
UH-1D aireraft escorted by a light fire team ware employed in open arvas to appro-
aend suspicious parsonnel by moving in rapidly and eapturing civilians for immediate
interrogation by National Police who accompany the airmobile squads

t This tactic has rwen valuable and has produged 2
f

" considerable amount of en intolligence, the Eagle Flights are used fro-
quently they can effectively dany e of open arcas in the daylight
hours and hamper thoir supply ~nd carmmnications ac

(£) Iten: Tactieal airstrikes,

W Prisonors of war and Hoi Chanh's have stated that tactieal
airstrikes are atively ineffective due to the amount of time the FAC normally
spends over tho target mrior to o strike., Tho VC arc usually able to ¢lear a strike
area befare the first bambs are droppod,

Obsotvation: Alrstrike effoctiveness can be improved by:

(1) Reducing the target identification time by marking the
target with artillery whon the fightors are roady to start the strike,

(2) Employ "Dry Run" airstrikes on an extensive basis, by hoving
a FiC go through pre=strike maheuvers to ineclude marking a target, dut not bring-
ing in an actual strike, This would cnfuse the enemy as to when an airstrikc would

actually take place and also harrass him considurably, since he moves whenover 2
PAC circles an area in preparation for a striku, :

ANNEX A and APPENDIX 3 Co ANNEX I withdrawn, H(Q, DA
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BATTLE OF SLOPE 30

On 19 June 1967, the 3rd Squadron, llth Armared Covalry Regiment, dufeatod a
major Viet Cong force composed of two infantry battalions of the 274th Main Force
Regiment, rcinforced by heavy weapons eloments fram the repiment and the 5th Viet
Cong Divisicn, The cnemy had attacked clements of the 8quadron near SLOPE 30 Hamlet,
located 30 kilometers enst of Saigon,

SLOPZE 302 Hamlet has long been 2 bastion of Viet Conp domination in northern
PHOUC TUY Province. It sits astride Interprovincial Route 2, thu l2st linc cf come
mnicaticn avajlabile to the Viet Conr between the H.T DICH Secret Zcne to the west
of the highwey and the M\Y TAO Secrot Zone located to the east, As the focal point
of Viet Cong activity in tibe area, it provides not only 2 securc haven far enemy
farcos negotizting the province but nlso serves as the center for supplying these
troops and the local Vict Conz from noorby base comps, The hamlet is bordered by
1 narrow strip of cultivated fiolds ~nd rubber and coffec plantetirns, Buyend this
lie tho prinary foreats and jungle.

Prior to the Battle ¢f SLOPE 30, thoe 3rd Souadron participated in the 9th In-
fantry Division's multi-battalion OPERATION AKION, initiated 9 Juns 1967, The ob-
Juctives of this operation wera the destruction of cnemy forces and installations
in the Vict Cong Secret Zcne 211led the HaT DICH, Coneurrently, a ma:jor enginecring
offort was directcd toward the establishment of jungle-free cast-wesi and nerthescuth
lines of corrunication to facilitate futurc reentry and exploration of this long=
time Viet Ccng sanctuary,

Initially the 3rd Squadron pushed deep intc the primary forest from the eastern
seotor of the area of operation, As the ssorch progressed, the souadron moved scuth,
reaching the vieinity of SLOPE 30 Ramlct on 18 Junc 1967. In 1l~to afternoon on the
18th, the scuadron pulled cut of the furest and established troop=sized dofensive
positions in the relatively open area to the ncrth and cast of SLOPL 30 Homlet, By
2000 hours lisicening peste, ambush patrols, and 2nti-intrusion devices had been placed
outside each perimeter, ~ncl defensive concentrations had been fired, The disposition
of the squadron at this point is shown in Inclosure 1, For the noxt five hours the
jungle quiet was interrupted only by a suspected enemy movement north of the Toam
K position at 2200 hours ~nd by the harassing and interdicting fires conducted by
the Howitzor and Provisiaial Mortar Dattorics,

Suddenly, at 0110 hours cn the 19th, the Viet Cong unleashed a violent nssault
ipon the squadron position, Tewm M with the Provisional Mortar Battery, and Tewm K
vith the Ccrriand Post, Howitzer Battery, and 3/919 Engincer Cemprny were hit simule
tanoously with mortar fire (Inclosurs 2), The fire directed at Team M and the Pro=-
visional Mortar Battery ws apmrently designed tco destrcy the firing corability of
zhe Mortar Baticry ~ne to crcntc a diversion frem “he mnin attack, While sustrining
his barrage fer almest thirty mimuics, tho nertazmen never faltered; they bogan a
fire mission which weuld last for over an hour, Throughcut the mission, koy porsonnel
cemnined oxposcd to call fire commands and to »e~lace aindng stokes which were une
;arthed by the cnemy's a‘tack.

The attack or thu Team K perimeter was obviously not a diversionary tactice In
vidition to 2 mertsr barrage, the cnany struck with two main force battalions of
he 274th Viet Cong Regiment rcinfrrzed by heavy wenpens elemunts of the Rogiment and
ith Vict Cong Division. The attackers wure armod with unusuilly large aumbers cf
:nti=tank Ard aubcunvic weapons, Thoy used these weapons initinlly to doliver a
ithuring fire on the ucrthern suctor of ths purimeter, followed shortly by succossive
‘ttacks o tho castorn and southern sectors, The lattcr two attacks woere later founc
 bu secondary efforts as tho main force was positionud cn the northorn sector of
ho ptdmetllr.

In tho initial burst of fire, thoe northeast scetor of the perimetar, including
rd Platoon of the 919th Engineor Company, was hit severely. Men who wore blown or
nocked from their machinegun positicns an the .umaod Cav~lry Assault Vohiclcs (ACAV)
taggered torsume their positions, If too suvurely wounded, they were imncdiately
oplaced by voluntc¢yrs from the inner purimoter. CAV's that caupht firc were saved
y officers, nan-ccmmissionod officurs, and onlistod men from Toam X, the comnand
ost, and the engincors, who movod from vehicle to vehicle using any cvailable moans
5 extinguish the blaze, These same men ropeatedly entered the burning vehiceles to
vacuato personnel, equiment, and amrmnition, While rescus and ovacuation measures
ere under way, officers from tho inner perimoter directed thoir AC/V's from this
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less eritical arca to tho threatenad northern seelor, In 8me eascs, oCAV cormandcre,
upon sceing flank vchicles receive hits, moved thelr ACAVe to an cxposed praition

to eover the evacuntion of the wounded frem the donnred aCiVs ond to cover the nuwly
exposed soctors of the porimeter, Once replacument .C.iVs wore noved into the brecch,
they returnud to their origzinal noeitiens,

Recovcring quickly from the initial shcck of the assault, the defenders countorc!
with a devastating velume of automatic weapon and 90mm cannen fire which contipued for
the next hour and twasty minutes. Tho return firo was so well directed th-t the fire
initiative pawsed into friendly hands at this peint, never to be relincuished, Lése
than two minutes after the enemy initiatcd his attack, the Previsicnal Mortnr Battery
fired 1llumination in support of the Teanm K perimetor. This was followed by high
explosivc and illumination directed to the rubber plontation due east of the perimeter.
Following these initial volleys, the fire was wnlked through the coffee plantaticon
~nd the jungle to the south of the purincter, it the same time, the Hewituor Bottery
dinitiated & counteremortar fire plan'in support of Provisicnal Hortar Batturys At

+0135'heurs, & flareship from the U3 7th Tactical .ir Force wrived cn staticn.to
provide continuous illumimtion until first light iz the m rnin{ g Thw acticn enablec
‘the mortars to shift to purely defensive firps, . .. .

'.A short. time later, a light fire team fron the repiment's .11r~C..°.v.~.1ry Treop
arrivod over the battlefield to provide surveillanc: ¢f eneny routes of riinforocment
or withdrawal, At this time the enemy's main attack was still dirccted toward the

north, ifter thu location of the ambush patrel in th:t area was rcaffirmed; the
light fire team was directed to engage the unemy firing from the rubber true linu
Just north of the perimcter. This was an extrenely hazardcus assignmont since it \
called fer the team to make its firing ;2ss from west to east, directly into the
trajestory of the mertar rounds falling on thi cnumy to the east of the perimeter,
This mancuver succeeded in appreciably decrcasing the cnery firee Upon campletion of
the firing mission the light flve team jcttisoncd its roacket pods :ind voluntarily
landed within the Tcam K purimcter to evacuate the first group of scriously wounded,

When the light fire Scum departed, an Air Foree "Puff the Magic Drapan" arrived
on station and interdicted possible cnemy pocitions and routes of withdrawal to the
south of tho perimeter, As one alrcraft expunded its ordnance, another relieved it.
This firing was followed by B iuch howitzeor -md 175mm pun support from Battery 4,
1st Battalion, 93rd Artillery, firing from the lst dustrailion Task Forec Dase Camp
to the south at NUI DAT, This ordnance vwas dirccted toward cnemy routes of withdrawa!
to the south and east,

During the course of the action, the thrce -wbucl patrols and two ii:tening
posts were ordwred to remain in position since they v .2 ciurht in an intense cross
fire, When a lull in the firing appeaved, the Mistcning ports fousht a dil-ying
action back to the perimeter, Ambush Patrol Tw. was not cffected by the firce »nd re-
mained in position to monitor the open flank to the west. .nbush Patrol Threc was
pinned down and could not move. Within winuted a aix AGAV voluntccer force moved out
fram tho Team K perimeter, fought thelr way to the patrel, and conductud a withdrawal
to tho perimetar, suffering no casualties. Prior to thc withdrawal, one patrol mem=
bor had been killed and two wounded.

Ambuzh Patrol One, with one non.commissirn.ii officer and nine onlistcd men ree
mained in peeition throughout the attack. They had maintaincd eontaet with the main
forco throughout the battle but enemy movemunt betweon their position and the pare
imeter was noted, and they held fast. Thoy woere not dutceted until the Viet Cong
began their withdrewal fram the nattle area, In the cnsuing fight, they woro quickly
‘owrrun by a frenzied cnomy, throwing grenades and firing automotic wunpons, Five
patrol mezbers wore killed and four wounded, Six Vict Cong bodies were found, Vhen
the Toam K commander lost contact with tho pntrol, he dispatehod a volunteor srmored
relief force which searched until 0310 hours before the rurvivars woerc found and
uvacuatod,

At 0220 hours the onomy bugan to retreat, It was {natially helieved thal the
chemy was moving to tho nortlwust, and intcirliction fires wire diructed on poutea of
withdrawal in thu arca. Additionally, Tewm I was enmuittod to parsuc in that diroew
tion, Subsoquently, n captured PW and Vict Cen; opuration erder for the attick in-
dicated that tho main effort would withdraw tc the ca:t taard Interprovancial Reute
2 and ultimatoly toward tha MAY TiO Secret Zonu, at this timu Te'nm K was ordared to
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start, 8 amu.d gesreh o orotd, white Yot asd W ndttaved purn.lt
to the east, Vhon Toam I uncovered little or no evidence of the encmy activity to
the northweat, they werc also committed to the pursuit to the cast, Contact was
not regained; however, numerous blood-stained trails were discovered in addition to
eight abandoncd bedies. At the site of tho battlc, 48 Viet Cong doad were found; in
addition, 2 wounded Viet Cong and numerous weapons werc collected,

The 1itter of the battlefield and the enemy's disorganized retreat told the
story cof a stunning defeat delivered to a Viet Cong battalion specifically designed
to be an srmoredestroying fores, Tho diseiplino, rapid reactien, and persoverances of
the defenders had succeeded not only in blunting and repelling the attack but in
holding the enemy at a range sufficfent for the effective employment of indirect firc
suppprt. The squadronts pursuit of the encmy dewtroyed iks cfforts to regroup and to
conduct an organised withdrawal. Subsequent intelligence rcports gathercd from agents
the local population, and DUC THANH District imdicated that large numbers of Vict

"Cong dead and wounded had been carried to the east and that a large number of.the

wounded had died in route.

Subsequent to the action of 19 June 1967, forces of the government of South
Vietnam launched pacification in the SLOPE 30 arca. The Battle of SLOPE 30 ropresent
ancther chagter in the allied struggle to bring Zormer Viet Crng strongholds under
effoctive gowernment control.
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RESULTS OF TIE ACTION
1, US LOSS:s:

a, KHA: 7 =K Trp, 3-11 Aumd Cav
2 « 3rd Platoon, 919th lngr Co

be WHA: ) - HHT, 3-11 Armd Cav
L = HOW, 311 Armd Cav
20 - K Trp, 3~11 Armd Cav
9 = 3rd Platoon, 919th Engr Co>
¢s ACAV's Damagod: 2 » K Trp, 3«11 Armd Cav
2 = HHT, 3-11 Armd Cav
2 = 3rd Platoon, 919th Engr Co
2, Inomy Losscs
a. XI: (BC) - 56
be KIA (Possiblc) - 150
co WIA (BC) =2
de =2
e, VL. (Possible) - 200
f, Capturcd Equipmont:
(1) 5 RPG=2 Launchers
(2) 1 ¥79 L~uncher
(3) & iK<47 Rifles
(4) 2Us BiR's
(5) 1 Chisan Type 50 SNG
(6) 1 Chtcrm Type 53 Carbinc
\ (7) 2 Chicam Typs 56 (SKS) Carbincs
(8) 2 Us M1 Crrbinos
(9) 122 Assorted Orenadas
(10) 9 M79 reunds
(11) 250 rcunds 12,7mm linkod
(12) 1 Chicom nifht sight for rezoilloss rifle
(13) 5 7%m RR rounds
(14) 12 RFG-2 rockets
(15) 6 RPG=2 Boosters
(16) ground maunt for 12,7m A\ NG
(17) 10,000 rounds assortod SA armo
(18) 250 pounds of assortud individunl ecuipment
2 Inel

1 = Opsration Overlay
2 = Skoteh of Situstion a7
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Inolosure 1, Battle of SLOPE 30
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Inclosure 2, Battle of SLOPE 30, I I
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